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This statement details our school’s use of the PDG for the 2026 to 2027 year.  
It outlines our strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the effect that last year’s spending had within our school.  
School Overview 
 
	Detail 
	Data 

	School name 
	YSGOL GYMRAEG PENALLTAU 

	Number of pupils in school  
	232 (INCLUDING 24 PT NURSERY) 

	Proportion (%) of PDG eligible pupils 
	14% 

	Date this statement was published 
	04/06/2026

	Date on which it will be reviewed 
	03/2027

	Statement authorised by 
	T Rainsbury (HT) 

	PDG Lead 
	L OWEN (DHT) 

	Governor Lead 
	Daniel Hagerty


 
Funding Overview 
 
	[bookmark: _Hlk208495120]Detail 
	Amount 

	[bookmark: _Hlk231391445]PDG funding allocation this academic year 
	£35,650  

	EYPDG 
	£8,050

	 FSM Smoothing Grant

	£2,564

	Total budget for this financial year 
 
	£46,264


Part A: Strategy Plan 
Statement of Intent 
To ensure high quality interventions for communication and language skills of our younger pupils to close the attainment gap.   
Employ Teaching Assistants to provider social and emotional welfare programmes across the school. This will ensure high quality interventions and consistency in provision to maintain standards and close the attainment gap at the expected levels. As a result, the attendance, emotional well-being, social skills and behaviour of vulnerable learners will also improve in line with their individual targets. 
 
Employ Teaching Assistants to deliver literacy and numeracy interventions. We aim for nearly all learners to meet their challenging targets with almost every single teaching session being good or better.  


Employ a Family well-being officer to link with home to ensure parents have relevant information to support their child effectively- homework advice, support on attendance matters, support for financial assistance and learning resources. 

School to continue to engage with the RADY project in order to raise aspirations of vulnerable and disadvantaged learners by ensuring the appropriate equity and provision in order to improve attendance and attainment of FSM pupils.


Intended Outcomes  
 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 
 
	Intended outcome 
	Success criteria 

	Support all learners to progress along the same continuum of learning at an appropriate pace, ensuring that they are supported and challenged to reach their potential. 
	
Success can be measured by an increase in the academic achievement levels of disadvantaged children, as shown by assessments.

	Improve pupils' attendance with a specific focus on vulnerable groups. 
	
An increase in the attendance rates of disadvantaged pupils, leading to less absence.

	Improving Wellbeing:
Promote the welfare of disadvantaged
pupils by addressing their social and
emotional needs and fostering a positive
school environment.

	Improvements to the socio-emotional well-being and mental health of disadvantaged pupils, as assessed through surveys or behavioural indicators.

	Inclusive Extracurricular Activities:
Enable disadvantaged pupils to take part
in extracurricular activities, clubs and
sports, fostering social engagement and
personal development.

	The increased participation of disadvantaged pupils in extracurricular activities, clubs and sports can be a measure of success in fostering social engagement and personal development.

	Parental Engagement:
Increase the involvement of parents in
the education of disadvantaged pupils
through workshops, and communication
strategies.

	Success can be measured by the active participation of parents or guardians in school-related activities, parent-teacher meetings, and workshops.

	Effective Transition Support:
Ensuring a smooth transition for
disadvantaged pupils between different
educational periods, such as from primary school to secondary school, with appropriate support.

	Successful transition support can be demonstrated through the smooth progression of disadvantaged pupils between different educational stages and as little disruption as possible to their learning journey.



 


Activity in this academic year 
This details how we intend to spend our PDG this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 
Learning and Teaching 

	Activity 
	Evidence that supports this approach 

	Deliver interventions to target pupils’ wellbeing and emotional and social development 
	Proven success using THRIVE tracker. 
Evidence gained from ‘Trauma Informed Schools’ and ACE awareness training. 

	Deliver Interventions to target younger 
pupils’ basic 
numeracy and 
literacy (phonics) 
skills 
	Sutton Trust research notes TA intervention as having an impact of +4months  
Sutton Trust research notes Phonic intervention as having an impact of 5+months- high impact/low cost

	Deliver intervention to develop pupils’ oral language (ComIt) 
	Sutton trust research notes Oral language Interventions as having an impact of 6+months 





Budgeted cost: £ 45,701


	Activity 
	Evidence that supports this approach 

	Employ a family engagement officer who regularly connects with families in order to offer and signpost to support with financial matters, resources, homework and attendance
	We have used this approach successfully in the past and has had a positive impact on increasing attendance of FSM pupils. 

Use of pupil questionnaires to measure impact on attitudes of FSM learners. 

	Engagement with parents to encourage and support pupils’ attendance in extracurricular activities. 
	TAP- ‘Poverty proofing’ our curriculum and ensuring that all pupils have access to extra-curricular and enrichment activities 
is shown to have an impact on the attendance and attainment of FSM pupils. 


 
Budgeted cost: £ 2,632

Wider strategies (for example and where applicable, Health and Well-being, Curriculum and Qualifications, Leadership and Raising Aspirations) 

 
Total budgeted cost: £48,333 (Overspend to be taken from school budget)




Externally provided programmes 
Please include the names of any programmes that you purchased in the previous academic year. This will help us identify which ones are popular in Wales. 
 
	Programme 
	Provider 

	Jigsaw
	Jigsaw Education

	Thrive on-line 
	Thrive Approach ltd 






Part B: IMPACT OF PDG GRANT EXPENDITURE – 2025-2026

	Activity 
	Impact of Activity

	Deliver interventions to target pupils’ wellbeing and emotional and social development 
	Many (70%+) of FSM pupils have made good progress in their learning in accordance with their age and ability in all areas.

FSM learners’ progress compares favourably with progress of nFSM learners.  

Free School Meals (FSM) make similar progress to pupils who do not receive FSM in reading and numeracy interventions.


	Deliver Interventions to target younger 
pupils’ basic 
numeracy and 
literacy (phonics) 
skills 
	Many (70%+) of FSM pupils have made good progress in their learning considering their starting point. 



	Deliver intervention to develop pupils’ oral language (ComIt) 
	Majority (60%+) of FSM pupils have made good progress in their oral language considering their starting point. 















	Activity 
	Impact of Activity

	Attendance
	The gap between the attendance of FSM pupils and children who are not eligible for FSM has decreased over the last academic years:

22/23 – 3.3%
23/24 – 2.5
24/25 – 2.4

The national figure is over 6%.

Our percentage for Attendance for FSM Learners is 90.7%. This compares favourably with attendance for schools across the Local authority.

Our figure for persistent absence (<90%) is 2.2% Persistent absences have continued to decrease from 4.4% (22/23), 3.8% (23/24) and 2.1% (24/25)

Persistent absence (<90%) is at 17.5% for 2025/26 and compares favourably with attendance for schools across the Local Authority.

	Engagement with parents to encourage and support pupils’ attendance in extracurricular activities. 
	 Targeted families now engage more in school 
based events ie; parents’ evenings, parent workshops/Family extra-curricular clubs. 



	Visits and Extra-
curricular activities

	Nearly all FSM pupils attended residential outdoor activities and school trips. 

Nearly every FSM pupil performed for parents more than once during the year
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